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No. 194. An act relating to rural economic development.

(S.276)

EXCERPT FOR COMMISSION ON ACT 250:

SECS. 3, 7, AND 22

* * *

* * * Evaluation; Act 250; Recreational Trails * * *
Sec. 3. ACT 250 JURISDICTION; RECREATIONAL TRAILS;
EVALUATION

(a) In addition to the currently assigned tasks under 2017 Acts and

Resolves No. 47 (Act 47), the Commission on Act 250: the Next 50 Years

(the Commission) established under that act shall evaluate the strengths and

challenges associated with requlation of recreational trails under 10 V.S.A.

chapter 151 (Act 250) and alternative structures for the planning, review, and

construction of future trail networks and the extension of existing trail

networks. The Commission shall include recommendations on this issue in its

report to the General Assembly due on or before December 15, 2018 under

Act 47.

(b) To provide information and recommendations to the Commission on

the issue identified in subsection (a) of this section, the Commissioner of

Forests, Parks and Recreation or designee and the Chair of the Natural

Resources Board or designee shall form a recreational trails working group that

shall include officers and employees of the Agency of Natural Resources
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designated by the Secretary of Natural Resources. The working group shall

offer an opportunity for submission of information and recommendations from

affected parties, including recreational trail and environmental organizations.

The working group shall submit a report to the Commission on or before

October 1, 2018.

(1) With respect to recreational trails, the working group’s report shall

examine multiple potential planning and requlatory structures, including

possible revisions to Act 250; the creation of a trail oversight program within

the Agency of Natural Resources that includes best development practices and

an agency permitting process, including consideration of a general permit; and

other options that the working group may identify.

(2) In considering alternative structures, the working group shall

evaluate how best to foster the development of an interconnected recreational

trail network in Vermont while safequarding the State’s natural resources,

including water quality, wildlife habitat and populations, and sensitive natural

communities and areas, and minimizing potential impacts on neighboring

properties and host municipalities.

(3) The Commission shall consider the report of the working group

during its deliberation and report preparation phase set forth in Act 47,

Sec. 2(d)(3), and shall attach a copy of the working group’s report to its own

report to the General Assembly.
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Sec. 7. COMMISSION ON ACT 250; REVIEW OF FOREST PRODUCTS
PROCESSING

The Commission on Act 250: the Next 50 Years (Commission) established

under 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 47 (Act 47) shall review whether permit

conditions in permits issued under 10 V.S.A. chapter 151 (Act 250) to forest

processing operations negatively impact the ability of a forest processing

operation to operate in an economically sustainable manner, including whether

Act 250 permit conditions limit the ability of a forest processing operation to

alter production or processing in order to respond to market conditions. If the

Commission determines that Act 250 permit conditions have a significant

negative economic impact on forestry processing operations, the Commission

shall recommend alternatives for mitigating those negative economic impacts.

The Commission shall include its findings and recommendation on this issue,

if any, in the report due to the General Assembly on December 15, 2018 under

Act 47.

* * * Industrial Park Designation * * *
Sec. 22. AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT; INDUSTRIAL PARK DESIGNATION

(2) On or before December 15, 2018, the Secretary of Commerce and

Community Development, after consultation with the Secretary of Natural
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Resources, the Chair of the Natural Resources Board, Regional Development

Corporations, Regional Planning Commissions, the Vermont Natural

Resources Council, and the Commission on Act 250, shall submit to the Senate

Committees on Agriculture and on Economic Development, Housing and

General Affairs and to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic

Development, on Agriculture and Forestry, and on Natural Resources, Fish,

and Wildlife recommendations for establishing an economic development

program under which defined parcels in rural areas of the State are designated

as industrial parks for the purposes of providing requlatory and permitting

incentives to businesses sited within the industrial park. The report shall

include:

(1) recommended criteria for establishing an industrial park in a

rural area;

(2) eligibility criteria, if any, for a business to site within a designated

industrial park in a rural area;

(3) recommended incentives for businesses sited within a designated

industrial park in a rural area, including permitting incentives, permit fee

reductions, reduced electric rates, net metering incentives, and other requlatory

incentives;

(4) recommended technical or financial assistance that a business would

be eligible to receive for locating within a designated industrial park in a rural

area; and
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(5) draft legislation necessary to implement any recommendation.

(b) The recommendations in the report shall be designed in a manner so

that any recommended process or criteria maintains consistency with the land

use goals of Vermont in 24 VS.A. 8§ 4302 and the relevant regional plan

adopted under 24 VV.S.A. § 4348.

(c) As used in this section, “rural area” means a county of the State

designated as “rural” or “mostly rural” by the U.S. Census Bureau in its most

recent decennial census.
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